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Melodic Thumb Compás Revisited (Foundation) 

This compás was already introduced earlier, but its function within the Guajira is worth 

highlighting again here. After the previous closing section, it re-establishes the compás 

through a continuous melodic thumb line. 

Its purpose is to reconnect the groove smoothly after the previous falseta ending and 

prepare the return to regular compás playing. 

The challenge is to maintain stable internal compás while playing a minimal, flowing line. 

The main compás accents must still remain present, while the phrase should move naturally 

with dynamics and musical direction without rushing. 

Melodic Thumb Compás Revisited (Advanced) 

Compared with the Foundation version, the Advanced version introduces stronger 

dynamics, optional golpes, greater rhythmic density, and several ligados replacing thumb 

strokes (e.g., on beats 2 and 4). Such thumb-ligado lines are characteristic of flamenco guitar 

and allow even much faster melodic runs by combining only the thumb and ligados.  

Pay particular attention to the main accents, also marked with >. Emphasizing them will 

improve your orientation and give the individual phrases a stronger sense of purpose and 

connection across the compás. 
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